
NEW YEAR 2022 – PRAYER WALK – SUNDAY 2nd JAN 2022 

 

Thank you for coming to be part of this special New Year’s Sunday Service, as we gather to spend an hour 

in prayer for our community for the year ahead. Timetable: 

 
9.30 - 9.45 Gathering and preparation in church building 

9.45 - 10.45 Prayer Walk in pairs (alternative silent prayer in building for non-walkers) 
11.00 - 11.30 Closing Worship 

 

 

GUIDE TO PRAYER-WALKING AND OBSERVATION IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile.  

Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.  Jer 29:7 

 

What is prayer-walking? One simple definition: "Praying on-site with insight." The purpose is to seek God's 

guidance, mercy, and transforming power, both for our community, and for ourselves as His servants in the 

community. To get ‘insight’ we need to observe, with all our physical senses and our spirit, in connection 

with God. And we simply pray for God’s blessing and for His kingdom to come in the place we walk in. 

 

Guidelines for prayer-walking 

• Walk in pairs, singly, or at the most in a triplet.  

• Be observant with all your senses – sights, sounds, even smells, and ask the Holy Spirit to draw your 

attention to what’s on God’s heart 

• Have your Bible to hand – a phone app is most practical – praying scripture is helpful 

• If paired, pray aloud in a quiet, conversational voice, talking to God as if talking to your companion. 

If this is a struggle, pray silently, letting your prayer partner(s) know what you are praying about. 

You can stop to pray at a particular point if you feel you need to, but don't call attention to 

yourselves. As the Waymakers website puts it, "You can be on the scene without making one."  

• If anyone asks what you are doing, be prepared to respond: "We're members of Movilla Abbey 

Church and we’re praying God's blessing on this community. Is there any special way we can pray 

for this community, or for you personally?" 

• Walk slowly to allow time to listen and observe. The key is intercession and blessing for people.  

 

How do we pray? 

• Pray for discernment -- Seek the gift of seeing the community through Christ's "eyes," and to 

discern what God is already doing there; ask the Holy Spirit to show you how you can pray with 

greater insight for the people, events, and places in the community.  

• Pray for blessing – Pray over every person, home and business you encounter; for God's 

intervention in each life, so that each one can be fruitful in God's kingdom; for God's will to be done 

in this community "as it is in heaven" (Matt. 6:10). 

• Pray with empathy -- See and ‘feel’ what residents live with every day; offer intercession for those 

things that express brokenness and grieve God's spirit, and give thanks to God for the blessings and 

gifts that exist in the community. 



• Pray from Scripture -- Prayers based directly on God's word can be especially powerful. You may 

want to bring a small Bible with key passages highlighted, or copy verses onto note cards.  

• Pray in God's power -- allow times of silence for the Holy Spirit to speak to you, or through you 

(Romans 8:26). Ask with confidence in the power of Jesus' name (John 14:12-14). Like the disciples 

sent out by Christ, we are empowered to push back the darkness (Luke 10:17-18).  

 

 

General Prayer Tips 

• Pray for God’s blessing on individuals, marriages, families, schools, businesses, care homes, local 

government, leaders, refugee families etc 

• Pray for help for those struggling with loneliness, depression, ill-health or debt 

• Pray for the many elderly or infirm people who need care at home 

• Pray for all the new young couples and families in the ever-growing number of new houses all 

around us 

• Pray for those who’ve never met Jesus to have the means and opportunity to be introduced to Him 

• Pray for committed Christians to be a light and blessing to their neighbours 

• Pray for lapsed Christians who have given up on the Church to rediscover their love for Jesus and 

His family 

 

Some Specific Ideas for Prayer 

1. Abbey Primary School and Nursery – Principal Jonny Manning - staff and pupils, SU 

2. Stonegate Shopping Centre (Stratheden Heights) – shop owners, staff and customers 

3. Ray Graham’s DIY Store – one of the biggest family-run independent businesses in UK & Ireland 

4. Donaghadee Rd businesses including Russell’s and associated shops, and (East European family 

owned) car wash; neighbouring car dealers 

5. The Corner Shop, Abbot Drive – staff and customers 

6. Movilla Presbyterian Church – Minister (Rev Robert Hamilton) and congregation 

7. Dwellings – pray for families, for marriages, for the lonely, for youth, for the elderly, for the 

unemployed, for those struggling with illness, for atheists, for the spiritually hungry, for Christians, 

for those under negative influence of paramilitary groups 

8. Castle Gardens Primary School – Principal John Gray – staff and pupils, SU, assemblies 

9. Movilla High School – only non-selective secondary school in Newtownards – Principal Ian Bell – 

staff and pupils, SU 

10. East End Residents Association (Upper Movilla St) – pray for their work in building community in 

East Newtownards and for Movilla Abbey Church to build a good working relationship with them 

11. Movilla House Care Home (Movilla Rd) – residents and staff 

12. Movilla Cemetery – not for the occupants (!) but for those who regularly tend graves and struggle 

with loss 

13. Community Policing Team – Led by Sgt Gibson 

14. Anything or anybody else the Holy Spirit leads you to pray for 

 

 

 


